
Circumcision of Normal Infant Males

Summary Routine circumcision of normal infant males is not performed in public hospitals in 
NSW Health. This does not apply to cases where there is a clear clinical need for 
intervention, nor directly to adult male circumcision. This Policy Directive states that 
parents who request routine circumcision must be provided with accurate information 
on the risks and benefits of circumcision. 
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Policy Directive

Secretary, NSW Health
This Policy Directive may be varied, withdrawn or replaced at any time. Compliance with this directive is    
mandatory for NSW Health and is a condition of subsidy for public health organisations.
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NSW HEALTH POLICY 

CIRCUMCISION OF NORMAL MALE INFANTS  

POLICY STATEMENT 

Routine circumcision of normal infant males is not performed in public hospitals in NSW 
Health. This does not apply to cases where there is a clear clinical need for 
intervention, nor directly to adult male circumcision.  

Parents who request routine circumcision must be provided with accurate information 
on the risks and benefits of circumcision.  

SUMMARY OF POLICY REQUIREMENTS 

Parents who request circumcision for their infant son must be provided with accurate, 
unbiased and up to date information about the risks and benefits of the procedure.  

Two resources that are recommended for staff: 

 The Royal Australasian College of Physicians (RACP) guide for parents RACP - 
circumcision a guide for parents.  

  The Sydney Children’s Hospital’s Network Fact Sheet: SCHN factsheet - male 
infant circumcision. 

Parents must also be referred to RACP statement on circumcision, RACP Statement - 
Circumcision. 

THIS POLICY DIRECTIVE MUST BE READ IN CONJUNCTION WITH: 

NSW Health Policy Directive Waiting Time and Elective Surgery Policy (PD2012_011) 
(Section 2.3: Circumcision is listed as a discretionary procedure “that should not 
routinely be performed in public hospitals in NSW unless there is a clear clinical need to 
improve a patient’s physical health”) 

NSW Health Information Bulletin Advice for referring and Treating Doctors – Waiting 
Time and Elective Surgery Policy (IB2012_004). 
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