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CIRCULAR 

 File No 03/173-3 
 Circular No 2003/55 
 Issued 23 July 2003 
 Contact Policy and Planning Unit 

Aboriginal Health Branch (02) 9391 9497 
 
  

 
PREFERRED TERMINOLOGY TO BE USED WHEN REFERRING TO  

ABORIGINAL AND TORRES STRAIT ISLANDER PEOPLES 
 
 
The Aboriginal Health and Medical Research Council of NSW (AH&MRC), the peak body 
representing Aboriginal Community Controlled Health Services in NSW, has provided advice 
that the use of the shorthand term “ATSI” to describe Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
peoples is not appropriate. This advice is consistent with NSW Health Circular No 94/1 issued 
on 7 January 1994.  
 
In line with this advice, it is requested that “Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples” should 
always be printed in full and that terms such as “ATSI” should on no account be used. 
 
Please also note that, although reference to both Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples 
may be required at times, within NSW Health, the term “Aboriginal” is generally used in 
preference to “Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander”, in recognition that Aboriginal people are 
the original inhabitants of NSW. 
 
 
 
 
 
Robyn Kruk 
Director-General 
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