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NSW HEALTH INFORMATION BULLETIN 

AUTHORITY TO COLLECT DECEASED BODIES  

 

PURPOSE  

The purpose of this Information Bulletin is to inform NSW Health public health facilities 
of the requirement for an Authority to Collect Deceased Form (SMR020.210) to be 
completed by the deceased’s next of kin and by the funeral director prior to release of a 
deceased body. 

KEY INFORMATION 

The Form is designed to enforce accountable processes of collecting deceased persons 
from NSW Health mortuaries, with approval by the executor or next of kin (as defined 
under the Human Tissue Act 1983 and the Coroners Act 2009.  

The Authority to Collect Deceased Form is a mandated State Form available from the 
State Catalogue as a PDF and self-print. It is not available to order from the State 
Catalogue. 

The form should be available for NSW Health facilities to provide a hard copy and to 
send electronically as a PDF to funeral directors when required. 

https://www.legislation.nsw.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/act-1983-164#sec.4
https://legislation.nsw.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/act-2009-041

