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INFORMATION BULLETIN 
 

NOTIFICATION OF INFECTIOUS DISEASES UNDER THE PUBLIC 
HEALTH ACT 2010 

 
PURPOSE 
 
Under the provisions of the Public Health Act 2010 and the Public Health Regulation 2012, 
doctors, hospital chief executive officers (or general managers), pathology laboratories, 
directors of child care centres and school principals are required to notify certain medical 
conditions listed on the Ministry of Health website. 
 
NOTIFICATION MECHANISMS 
 Infectious disease notifications should be directed to the local Public Health Unit, and 

should be initiated as soon as possible within 24 hours of diagnosis.  
 In order to protect patient confidentiality, notifications must not be made by facsimile 

machine except in exceptional circumstances and when confidentiality is ensured. 
 Disease notification guidelines for notifiers are available at: 

www.health.nsw.gov.au/Infectious/Pages/notification.aspx  
 
NOTIFICATION FORMS 
Doctors and Hospitals 
 Doctors and hospital chief executive officers (or general managers) must notify 

scheduled medical conditions and provide information specified in the 
Doctor/Hospital Notification Form, either by telephone or in writing. The 
notification can be found at: 
http://www.health.nsw.gov.au/Infectious/Documents/doctor-hospital-notificaton-
form.pdf 
 

 Notifications for AIDS must only include the first 2 letters of the patient’s first and last 
names, and date of birth. Full name and addresses are not to be included.  

 The AIDS Notification Form can be found at: 
 www.health.nsw.gov.au/Infectious/Documents/aids-notification-form.pdf 

  
Laboratories 
 Laboratories must notify scheduled medical conditions and provide information 

specified in the Laboratory Notification Form, either by telephone or in writing. 
 The laboratory notification form can be found at: 

www.health.nsw.gov.au/Infectious/Documents/lab-notification-form.pdf 
 

 Notifications for HIV infection should only include the first 2 letters of the patient’s first 
and last names, and date of birth. Full name and addresses are not to be included. 
 Laboratories carrying out confirmatory testing for HIV must notify infections directly 

to Communicable Diseases Branch. The HIV notification form can be found at: 
www.health.nsw.gov.au/Infectious/Forms/hiv-notification-form.pdf 
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