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GUIDELINE SUMMARY 

This Guideline and the Engineering Services Guide provides performance-based information 
for the development of design and specification documentation for healthcare facilities. 

This Guideline is to be read in conjunction with the Engineering Services Guide which 
provides detailed direction on all areas of engineering services. 

KEY PRINCIPLES 

A key objective for delivery of healthcare facility projects is the provision of facilities that 
provide for: 

 Contemporary approaches to design 

 Practical and easy usage 

 Fitness for purpose and 

 Value for money. 

This Guideline identifies performance parameters and boundaries where innovations can be 
explored. This approach has been taken to discourage designers from using the Engineering 
Services Guide as default solutions, but encourage designers to apply their knowledge and 
skills to deliver the performance requirements within the defined parameters. 

It is expected that all projects will be delivered in accordance with the requirements of all 
relevant codes and regulations, and all capital consultants must be aware of these 
obligations. The emphasis is also on encouraging innovation above prescriptive 
requirements, where benefits can be proven. 

Any engineered deviations from relevant statutory requirements and other standards due to 
unique project circumstances need to be thoroughly and holistically assessed, proved, clearly 
articulated/ documented and signed off through by the relevant authority. 

Additionally, it is expected all capital consultants will assess the provisions of standards such 
as the Australian Health Facility Guidelines and determine an appropriate application of these 
to their particular project. 

 This Guideline does not replace the need for the application of expert judgement in 
considering engineering design solutions for individual situations. 
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https://www.health.nsw.gov.au/Hospitals/Pages/engineering-services-guide.aspx
https://www.health.nsw.gov.au/Hospitals/Pages/engineering-services-guide.aspx
https://www.health.nsw.gov.au/Hospitals/Pages/engineering-services-guide.aspx
https://healthfacilityguidelines.com.au/
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